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To be PUBLIC. 


WHERE AS it behoves every individual to im- 
prove their property by all lawful means, and as ne 
Angle indifferent perſon can propoſe to themſelves ſuch 
advantages as may reſult from collective bodies, Me, 
whoſe Names are here ſubſcribed, have entered into 
an agreement to raiſe a Capital, by weekly contribu- 
tions, to be divided between the ſurviving Members, 
at the expiration of Three Tears, in ſuch manner, 
and under ſuch regulations, as ſhall be more clearly 
fet forth and expreſſed hereafter. And finding it in- 
en neceſſary, for the ſupport and harmony of 
this Society, to make Rules and Orders, to be con- 
frdered as Laws for the well governing the ſame, and 
to be ſtriflly abſerved by us, and every-one that be- 


comes Members hereof have formed the following 


Articles, 
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RULES and ORDERS 


TO BE OBSERVED BY AN 


EQUITABLE SOCIETY. 


SSSSOSHSSSSSSSS 


IMPRIMIS, 
T" HAT this Society be not confined to any 


number of members, 'That a book be kept 
open for the admiſſion of ſuch as chuſe to enter 
therein for the ſpace of twelve months, from the 
commencement of this ſociety, at the following 
terms of admiſſion, (as under) which entrance 
money ſhall be added to the ſtock of the ſaid 
ſociety, vix. 
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From the commencement to * 
'Arſt quarterly night 3 
The firſt quarterly night to — 6 
ſecond ditto FW 
The ſecond quarterly night to 6 4 
the third ditto ; 4 . _— | 4 
The third quarterly night to the $ 
fourth ditto $ } 0 2-6 þ 


II. 


THA perſons of both ſexes, all ages and de- 
j nominations, ſhall be deemed eligible to become 
| members of this ſociety; but neither women or 


' minors to have any concern in conducting the 
| buſineſs thereof. 


III. 
THAT every member ſubſcribe at leaſt Gx- 


pence per week, and that every advancement over 5 
and above that ſum be in no leſs proportion than i 
ſix- pence each, to the end that there may be no 43 
tractions when the diviſions comes to be made; 

any member may increaſe their ſubſcription before 

'the end of twelve months from the date of the 
Commencement. 


IV. THAT 


G 
IV. 
THAT for the greater encouragement of per- | 
ſons becoming members, it is not required that 
they ſhould pay all arrears that may be due at: 


their entrance, but by inſtallments, till ſuch arrears 
are fully ſatisfied, e 
V. ä 
WILLIAM VILLEPIERRE is appointed ſe- 
cretary of this ſociety, who ſhall enter the names: 
and places of abode of every member, and the ſum 
they ſubſcribe; keep a clear and juſt account of 
the caſh, and all other matters relating to the ſo- 
ciety, and be ready at all times to clear ſuch ac- 
counts whenever called upon by the committee ſo 
to do, That every member admitted 'into this 
ſociety ſhall pay to ſuch ſecretary three-pence for 
entering their names, &c. ; and that they likewiſe 
pay him three-pence- per quarter from the com- 
mencement to the termination of this ſociety. 
Such ſectetary ſhall continue in the ſaid office for 
2 the full term of three years, he continuing faithful 
therein, nothing to the contrary appearing on in- 
ſpecting the books; the judges and determiners of 
which ſhall be a committee ſummoned together 
for that purpoſe. # | 
VI. ; 
THAT the landlord ſhall receive the money 


collected on every meeting night, giving a receipt 
9 do 
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to the auditors for the time being, for the ſame 
in a hook provided for that purpoſe. 


VII. 


FOR the greater ſecurity of the ſociety, a box 
or deſk be provided ſufficient to contain the books 
and whatever elſe it may be found requiſite to 


depoſit therein; to which ſaid box or deſk ſhall be 


affixed three different locks, one key of which 
mall be kept by the ſecretary, one by the ſenior 
auditor, and the other by the landlord, in whoſe 
cuſtody the box or deſk is to be lodged; and he 
ſhall give ſufficient ſecurity for the delivery of the 
fame, with its contents, on every meeting night, 
or at any other time when demanded by the com- 
mittee for the time being. 


VIII. 


VIII. That a committee be choſen in ro- 
tation, conſiſting: of twenty-ſix members, five of 


whom ſhall be capable of tranſacting the buſineſs 


as directed; by theſe articles any thing extraordi- 


nary occuring, to be then determined by the 


whole committee ſummoned together for that pur- 


poſe ; every perſ6n neglecting to attend ſuch. ſum- 


mons ſhall forfeit ſixpence to the ſtock, that for 
the greater propriety of procedure the five above- 
mentioned be marked in the following order. A 
preſident, two auditors, and two auditors aſſiſt- 
i | ants, 


-_ . Y 1 7 
1 3 OS . 


" 
7 
1 q 
1 
4 x C 
4 N 
| 
74 
Y 
4 
| 
* 
- { © 
4 
7 
Y 
5 
5 
* 


69-3 


ants, likewiſe five deputy aſſiſtants, the preſident 


to be diſcretionally choſen; but out of the ten 
| abovementioned, any one choſe. by the nine ſhall 


forfeit one ſhilling on refuſal, the reſt of the 
officers to ſerve as they ſtand on the committee 
liſt, theſe ten of the twenty-ſux committe men 
ſhall ſerve as their reſpective offices; the firſt ſet 
for four weeks, at the end of which time a new 
preſident to be choſen by the committee out of the 
ten for the four weeks enſuing, and always at the 
end of every four weeks as many to be taken on 
in rotation from the liſt of the committee as will 
make up the deficiency in number of them that 
go out of office; any of theſe ten neglecting to 
attend with the ſecretary by ſeven o'clock every 
meeting night, ſhall be ſubject to the following 
fines. The preſident one ſhilling, the auditors 
ſixpence each, auditors aſſiſtants twopence each, 
and the ſecretary one ſhilling. The hours of 
meeting on every quarterly night ſhall be fax 
oclock, when for non-attendance all the aboye 
mentioned fines are to be doubled, in caſe any of 
the five, viz. preſident, auditors, or affiſtants 
ſhould be abſent on a meeting night, ſuch. perſons 
preſent on the committee ſhall be choſen to take 
his or there place, or places for that evening, or 
on refuſal ſo to do ſhall forfeit the fame as ſuch 
abſentee does. for non-attendance, all which fines 
are to be paid every quarterly night with the ſub- 
icription money under the ſame reſtrictions, and 
to be ſpent on the third meeting night after every 


quarterly night, among ſuch of the committee as 
chuſe 


(8) | 
chuſe to attend ſuch fines as may be due, when a 
new committee is coming in, ſhall be ſpent by the 
old committee, at the houſe in which this ſociety 
is held, at what time they chuſe to appoint after 
the ſecond meeting of the new committee, each 
committee to continue for one year, againſt the 
expiration of which a new one to be choſen; any 
one refuſing to ſerve when called upon in rotation, 
ſhall forfeit two ſhillings and ſix-pence to the _ 
Rock for ſuch refuſal, and as all women and min- 
'Nors are entirely excuſed from ſerving any office, 
or taking any trouble in conducting the affairs of 
this ſociety, it is therefore thought reaſonable and 
finally agreed, that all ſuch women and minors 
Mall pay three-pence per quarter, excluſive of 
what they ſubſcribe and pay to the ſecretary, 
quarterly, as mentioned in the fifth article, which 
three-pence ſhall be paid for the uſe of the com- 
mit tee, in conſideration of the extraordinary trou- 
ble they will have in conducting the buſineſs there- 
of, but no money on any account whatever 1s to 
be taken from the ſtock, only for neceſſary books 
to keep the accounts of this ſociety, printed bills, 
and orders, and whatever elſe may be thought ab- 
. ſolutely neceſſary by the committee for the time 
i being, for the wel] conducting this ſociety, always 
| » obferving, that all ſuperfluities muſt be carefully 
1 avoided, and every thing that is purchaſed for the 
| uſe of this ſociety muſt be at the moſt reaſonable 
1 rate. Should a vacancy happen among the com- 
| mittee by death or otherwiſe, another to be choſe 
j in rotation to ſupply his place for the * 
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the ſociety, or ſhall refuſe to transfer or reſtore 
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of the year, which ſhall ſtand the ſame as if he 
had ſerved the whole year, 


IX. 
AS ſoon as the ſtock ſhall produce a capital 


4 'of one hundred pounds, three truſtees ſhall be 
choſen by the ſociety, to place out the ſame in 


ſuch manner as ſhall then be reſolved on, they 
ſhall likewiſe receive ſuch intereſt 'when due, as 


E the ſtock may produce, and ſhall pay into the 


hands of the treaſurer and auditors, on or before 
the fourth meeting night, they having a receipt 
for the ſame, ſuch truſtees refuſing ſo to do, fhall 
forfeit two ſhillings and fix-pence to ſtock ; and 
that each truſtee is to receive ſuch intereſt in ro- 
tation, as they ſtand in the Government books, 
without notice from the ſeeretary. | 


: X. 


THE capital ſtock of this ſociety be veſted in 
Government ſecurity, and that all ſtock purchaſed 
by or for the uſe of the ſociety, ſhall be in the 
name of ſuch truſtees as ſhall be ſo appointed. 


XI. 


IF any treaſurer or truſtee ſhould embezzle, 
miſapply, conceal, waſte, or deſtroy any part of 
the joint ſtock, money, or ſecurities belonging to 


the 


| 
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the ſame, to ſuch perſon or perſons as the ſociety 
ſhall appoint at a general meeting to receive the 
ſame, ſuch treaſurer or truſtee ſhall for every 


offence forfeit double the ſum that ſhall be em- 


bezzled, miſapplied, or refuſed to be transferred, 
or reſtored, and be diſcharged from his or their 
office, neither ſhall he or they be entitled to re- 
ceive any ſhare or ſhares of the capital ſtock, of 
this ſociety, until the whole of ſuch ſtock money, 
or ſecurities, with lawful intereſt, be reſtored, to- 
gether with all coſts and damages, which. dhe ſo- 
ciety have ſuſtained on that account. 


XII. 


PROPER books be provided to keep the ac- 
counts of the ſociety, in two of which. {hall be 
inſerted the names and number of every perſon - 
that pays, and the ſums paid, on every Monday 
in each month, one of which ſhall be depoſited 
in the box or deſk, and the other ſhall be taken 


wy, 


home by the ſecretary, that in caſe any accident 


ſhould happen by fire or otherwiſe, that the ac- 
counts of this ſociety may be kept ſecure, 


XIII. 


ANY member felling or transferring their 
ſhare or ſhares, ſhall be excluded the ſociety ; ; but 
if a member ſhould leave the kingdom, or other- 
wiſe be abſent, may empower any perfon to con- 


tinue their ſubſcription, till the expiration of thiee 
years, 


„ 


| years, ſuch member muſt perſonally appear, and 

prove their identity, within eighteen calendar 

months next . the ſaid term of three years, 
0 


to the ſatisfaction of the committee, or ſend un- 


deniable proof thereof, or they ſhall forfeit what 
they have paid, to ſuch as were members at the 
© concluſion of the ſociety, or their repreſentatives; 
which members ſhall be gathered together by pub- 


lic advertiſement, and ſhall give in their names 
within fourteen days from the date of ſuch adver- 
tiſement, the treaſurer and eommittee to take an 
account of the ſame ; if ſufficient proof be brought 
that any member (abroad) was living at the end 
of three years, but died afterwards, the heirs, exe- 
cutors, or aſſigns of ſuch deceaſed member to re- 
ceive his or her dividend of the ſtock, provided 
the book was cleared to the expiration of three 


XIV. 


THIS ſociety date their commencement from 
the 6th day of February, 1786, and the firſt Mon- 
day in May, Auguſt, November and February, 
be accounted the four quarterly meeting nights, 
on which nights the books muſt be cleared of every 
demand, whether forfeits or otherwiſe, all which 
is intended for the ſole benefit of the ſociety, ex- 
cept ſuch fines of the committee as is mentioned 
in the eighth article; any deficiencies thereof, 
not made good on ſuch quarterly nights, ſuch 


member ſhall forfeit the ſum of fſix-pence 
| to 
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to the ſtock, and if not paid within fourteen days 


preceding ſuch quarterly night, ſhall be excluded ; 


provided that ſuch member have notice by the 


moſt convenient method delivered at the place of 
abode of ſuch member, according to the direction 


that then appears on the regiſter-book, paying the 


expence of ſuch notice, in neglect of which no 
member ſhall be excluded, and the ſecretary, for 


ſuch neglect, ſhall forfeit one ſhilling; nor muſt 


it at any time be urged that this article in any 


wiſe tends to deſtroy the indulgence given in the 
fourth article; but if ſuch double payments there 

mentioned are” duly complied with, that muſt 
in every reſpect be underſtood as clearing the 


books, 


XV. | 
EVERY member may bring or ſend their 


money to the houſe of Mr. John Bunyer, the Saint 


John's Gate, Saint John's Square, on every monday 
evening at ſeven o'clock, quarterly nights at fx, 
to the full end and term of three years from the 
commencement, where the committee for the time 
being, and the ſecretary, will attend to receive the 
ſame, Any member making any diſturbance, 
whereby to interrupt the buſineſs of this ſociety, 
ſhall forfeit one ſhilling or be excluded, 


XVI. 


IF any member ſhall hereafter change their 


place of abode, they ſhall cauſe the ſame to be 
ES known 
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known by the ſecretary within one month after 
ſuch removal or forfeit ſix-pence; and that no 
member may plead ignorance of the foregoing ar- 
ticles, every member, on ſubſcribing, ſhall have 
a book of the articles delivered to him, on paying 
*three-pence-for the ſame, 


XVII, 


A 
17 
1 
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IHE heir, executor, &c. of any member, can- 
not have any claims on the ſtock of this ſociety 
YZ unleſs ſufficient proofs be given of the members 
A being living at the expiration of three years, as 
mentioned in the thirteenth article, it being in- 
tended for ſuch members as ſhall ſurvive to the 
gend and term of three years from the commence- 
ment, at the expiration of which period all the 
capital ſtock of this ſociety, and the intereſt which 
may be due on the ſame, ſhall be collected to- 
2 gether, and divided within fourteen days after the 
2 faid three years are expired, in an equal manner as 
the ſeveral ſubſcriptions of the members ſhall en- 
Ititle them to. Should any member, clear on the 
book be abſent, as in the thirteenth article, ſuch 
members ſhare to remain in the hands of the 
treaſurers; and in order to prevent any impo- 
ſitions from happening at the time ſuch diviſion is 
made, any perſon not known, or appearing doubt- 
ful, ſhall be obliged to prove the identity of their 


4 perſons, and juſtice of their claims, either by cer- 


tificates, or ſuch youchers, as ſhall be ſatisfactory 
to the committee at that time; the laſt committee 
| | muſt 


% , 
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muſt ſerve till the money is divided, except as in 
the thirteenth article. z 


XVIII. 


THESE articles to be in full force from the 
date hereof, during the full term of three years 

from thence next enſuing, except any thing occur 
more for the benefit of the ſociety, as may be 
deemed eligible by a committee, ſummoned of 
twenty-ſix members, which ſhall be binding to the 
ſociety, whereof we have ſeverally and reſpectively 
ſubſcribed to, : | 3 
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* [TIN ES and PENALTIES, 


f o be paid by the ſeveral Members belonging 
Z to .this Society. 


4. 4 
"VERY member refuſing to ſerve on the 

committee. Art. 8. 2 6 
very member neglecting to clear the book 

on quarterly nights. Art. 4. o 6 

6 

6 

O 


* 
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very member not giving notice within one 
month of their removal. Art. 16. 2 
Every member neglecting to obey the ſecre- 
tary's ſummons. Art. 8. 0 

| hw member diſturbing the ſociety. Art. 15. 1 
Secretary neglecting to ſummons every mem- 
ber. Art. 14. 1 


1 Al which fines paid to the ſtock of the ſociety. 
| A LIST 


is 


TE SY 
LIST or FINES, 


To be ſpent among the Committee, as mentioned 


in Article VIII. 
IJ ON-attendance of preſident by ſeven 5. d. 
o'clock on Monday night . 
The treaſurers each 1 
Auditors — — o 6 
Deputy aſſiſtants — 060 2 
Secretary 1 


0 


N, B. The time of meeting on quarterly nights 
is fix o'clock, by which time if the above mentioned 
perſons be not preſent, all the fines are to be 
doubled. * | 


The ſecretary receives from every member 

on quarterly night, Art. 5. 89 
For every notice of neglect. Art. 14. O 1 
All women and minors, every quarter. 

Art. 8. — 


0 3 


N. B. It is deſired that every member will care- 
fully attend to the 14th Article. 


I 3-1 8. 


